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Simons Says

Student safety is always our highest priority at
Elkton Public School. The minute a child gets on a
bus or sets foot on school property their safety
becomes a duty that we take very seriously.

In the past couple of years, one area of school safety
that we need to discuss is stopping for the school
buses when they are stopped to pick-up and drop-off
students before and after school. Motorists need to
slow down and be prepared to stop when the buses’
flashing amber lights come on and need to stop when
the flashing red begins and the stop sign arm comes
out. We have had several violations of motorists
passing the bus when the red flashers are on and the
stop sign is extended. Dozens of school children are
Killed nationwide each year by motorists who ignore
the flashing lights and stop sign. Please be reminded
that passing a school bus with a red flashing
light/extended stop sign is a motor vehicle violation
and | have instructed all of our bus drivers to fill out
violation forms and submit to my office to be sent to
the Brookings
will not compromise student safety on our buses or in
the school.

A great many thanks are in order for the schedule
changes that have taken place in the past few weeks
because of inclement weather and state basketball
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By Superintendent Tony Simons

tournaments. Thank you students, faculty, and
parents for your patience and we hope all will settle
back into a normal school routine in the coming
weeks. Thank you to both the Elkton and Lake
Benton communities for supporting our students at
both of the state basketball tournaments. Many
people from around the area and both states seem
genuinely impressed by the cooperation and
positive attitudes of both communities in the merger
of our jr./sr. high schools. My general response to
most people who ask about the tuition agreement
was that we try to do
that is our common ground. We have accomplished
a lot this year and we will keep striving to improve
in every area as a school.  With patience,
understanding, hard work, and communication we
can have a great school that will meet the needs of
each and every student. | am very proud of our
students, staff, parents, and both communities.

Just a reminder that there will be school on

Monday Aptil t18"r ta engké sp f@ firfclemene .

weather. The four days to be made up after the state
basketball tournaments will be added on at the end
of the school year. May 26 & 27 will be regular
school days and May 28 & 29 will be teacher
inservice days.
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Principal News

By Principal Brian Jandahl

March has been a busy, exciting, and hectic month
with both basketball teams making it to their state
tournaments in Aberdeen in consecutive weeks.

Congratulations to both the boys who finished
fourth in the State B Tournament, and the girls who
finished second in the State B Tournament.

We had great crowds at both tournaments. 1 tried to
keep track of the students and staff that attended the
girl s’ tournament . We
300 K-12 students attend along with twenty-seven
staff in attendance, not to mention the community
members and team family members who showed their
support at both tournaments.

The Elkton School District and communities of
Elkton and Lake Benton received a lot of positive
press in the Aberdeen American News. Several
people heard positive comments on our student body
and fan support.

April will be another busy month with DSTEP
testing for our students from March 30" through April
17" We ask that you support and encourage your
students to put forth their best effort on the DSTEP
test. It is one indicator that we use to determine how
well we are covering the content standards. Help
ensure that your stude
start the day with good breakfast too.

April brings on the outdoor sports season for our
track and golf programs. Our FCCLA and FFA
programs also have several important competitions
that are coming up in the month of April. We wish all
of our students the best of luck as they represent our
school in their various endeavors.

PRESCHOOL NEWS

—Learning and Gr owi

ng

When this newsletter comes out we will be in the
middle of our Little Visitors Week. We welcome
these Little Visitors who are so
excited about coming to
Preschool next fall. We are
now taking registrations for
next fall’'s

ELKTON PRESCHOOL
INFORMATION
2009-2010 SCHOOL YEAR

Children must be 4 years old by September 1%

Class Days and Times:

2 Full-Day Sessions available 8:25-3:30
-Mon./Wed. & every other Friday
-Tues./Thurs. & every other Friday

Tuition: $50 per month

hEflilie@ Wh® @tXthe Gidelfies Yor fef §r O f
reduced lunch rates also qualify for free or reduced
tuition rates.

Busing available for country routes and in town

Registration

n o w presgheoh f

class--Call the school to register 542-2541

You may call Vickie Fargen, the Preschool
teacher, if you have questions.

WKk: 542-2541

Hm: 542-2048

Sound Play

The preschool years are a prime time for children
to develop phonological awareness.
awareness

Phonological
chil d’

i's a S

n tunits of und i@ spegch. o dhesa unistot sbusd s |
include beginning sounds, rhyming and syllables.

A

child’' s ability to hea

of spoken language is related to later success in

read.i

ng and spelling.

g a me a tan pjay with young children:

t hr offif §epinniggesoynd ang

1. —lI Spy With My Little
our table that begins with /f/. Make the /f/
sound. Name some of the things on your
table. Say the words slowly emphasizing

P sgerifey cap find y
the One that begins with /f/.
2. Clap the syllables- Say words Y7

slowly,  clapping for each
syllable.  Use family names [g*
and other words. Pe-ter hel- ((_.
i-cop-tor

3. Silly Rhyming Words-See how

Pr es c @y wordg(leah a5 Ronsense) you can say

that rhyme.  mish, tish, lish, smish
4. Beginning Sound Switch- Say a common
phrase and then say it again changing the

a



beginning sound. i.e. Hip Hip Hooray
Bip Booray Rip Rip Rooray
Cock-a-doodle-doo Mock-a-moodle-moo
Sock-a-soodle-soo
5. Silly Sentences-Ad ul t : Il |
and jellybandwi ch. |
Chi

Bip

mad e

Vickie Fargen-Preschool Teacher

KINDERGARTEN NEWS

Welcome Spring! Soon there will be beautiful
flowers everywhere!

We enjoyed celebrating Dr. Seuss the first week of
March. The students had fun making
red and white hats, wearing silly socks aDrSwss
and mixed up clothing. | think their Ygs
favorite activity was making green eggs % )
and ham as a class. They also liked '
learning about all the Dr. Seuss books
and participating in the elementary Dr.
Seuss afternoon.

We have read several books in Reading including
Fiesta!l, Hush! A Thai Lullaby, Three Little Kittens,
and Five Little Ducks. We are working on rhyming
words and making words plural by adding s. The
students also reviewed distinguishing between people,
place, and thing. We have done many activities with
the letters L, O, and K. The students are continuing
to read simple stories and pick out many words. In
mat h, we have been
10’s to 100. The
counting money with pennies, nickels, dimes, and
quarters. We also have been determining if objects
are the largest, smallest or medium object. Some
others concepts we have covered in math
are making designs with tangrams, ABC
patterns, and working with half and whole.
In science, we talked about the change of
seasons to spring and farm animals. The
students also enjoyed reading about
whales, the water cycle, and the coral reef in our
National Geographic Young Explorer Magazine.

Mark your calendars: Kindergarten Graduation is
scheduled for Friday, May 15" at 9 a.m. in the
North Gym.

| d sandwNoc h!

C 0 u n tSgelhing:

15T GRADE NEWS

What a fun and exciting month it has been. We
started out t he
A2m ePr & 8cMaU tp gbyu tyt e |
able to choose where they wanted to get
domfortable and read their favorite books. Then on
March 6™, we had Dr. Seuss Day. We celebrated by
going to different rooms and listening to different
stories written by Dr. Seuss. The celebration closed
by all students meeting in the in the cafeteria.
There we ate cupcakes, sang songs and danced the
—La Sues! | 't was a

Our class also enjoyed going to the pep
assemblies for
teams. It was a very exciting time for our school.

Reading: We are continuing with the Guided
Reading Groups. The students have started to read
AR (Accelerated Reading) books. The students read
the book and then take a comprehension test on the
computer.  Many of the
students have been selecting
books from the library that
are AR books. These books
will have a red dot on them.
The students are now able to
take AR tests on the
computer on books that they select from the library.

Vowac: We have been learning about the long
vowel sound and suffixes. The students have also
been reviewing word order and plurals.

We have added a
learn and practice our Spelling
words.

Math: The students have
been learning about money,
fractions, co
from a single-digit number,

game

and identifying a missing
addend.
Science: The first graders have been studying

about polar bears, sharks, and ostriches. While
reading about these different animals, the students
are being introduced to the concepts of fact versus
fiction.

mont h
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Social Studies: The students have been learning  pyramid poetry as well as haikus. The students
about the map skills such as the compass rose, key  have been studying similes, metaphors, rhyme

symbols and identifying land and water. patterns, and alliteration.
March birthdays were Damaris Melchor and Nash In math the 3 graders have been subtracting with
Walkup. Happy Birthday! borrowing. They need to practice this type of skill
as well as keep reviewing their facts especially for
2" SRADE NEWS multiplying and dividing. Congratulations to the

students that subtracted 100 or more facts in 5
minutes: Joanna Boll, Dakota Christie, Jensina
Davis, Samantha Ellefsen, Katelyn Grooters, Daniel
Junker, Callie Otkin, Nadia Ridgway, Tyler
Smallfield, and Caleb Wiskur. Other math concepts
have been making specific amounts of money with

Language In language the second graders have
learned about verbs and how to make them past-
tense.

Reading In reading we have been learning how
to pick the main idea from a

i exact numbers of coins, dividing 2-digit numbers,
passage. Now we are using -
- Q and probability.
that skill when we - read I In science the students are learning about
chapter books. ~ After they —— 9

—— six types of si mpl ma c
read a chapter they have to been able to spot these simple

pick out the main idea or — hines in their li h h
event happening in each I‘i\‘ machines in their lives at home. They
chapter . will be making various types of

. simple machines using K-NEX.
Vowac In Vowac we have been reading and Six students from our class sent
spelling words that have ou and ow. We have done their entries into Doodle 4  Gooale
ou and ow that say /ou/ and the long o sound. foll owin the th egme —Wh
Semis Math In math the numbers we are L 9 s
2 , Their wishes seemed to center around caring for
S5-3—5  subtracting are 6, 7, and 8. Some

other things we have doing are animals and recycling.
J ing . g a Jensina Davis, Daniel Junker, and Marie Robbins
subtracting 2 digit numbers with

: . . have reached their monthly reading goals.
regrouping, counting money with

. Congratulations to them.
quarters, rounding numbers to the . .
- In a couple of weeks the students will be taking
nearest 10, and finding area of a

shape the Dakota Step test. This is a time when they need
. . . . to eat a good breakfast and get plenty of sleep.
Social Studies In social studies we read about g get prenty P
. : Lukas Yearous, Dakota Christie and Abby
famous African Americans and famous N .
Landsman celebrated their birthdays in March.
women. We have also learned how to .
Happy birthday to all of them.
use a map key.

Science In science we have learned
about dental health and the parts of the

teeth such as enamel, pulp, roots, and the gum. O

Happy Birthday Caden!

3" GRADE NEWS

0
— i.‘i
\\/ During reading time the
\) students have been reading and )
Ly creating their own
w

ritten about 10 poems with some starts
from ot her aut hor s. They' ve al so create’lﬁ t heir




4" GRADE NEWS

Congratulations to Abby Anderson, Samantha Fleet,
Rachel Hegerfeld, Madisyn Mutziger and
Tara Stein. They will compete at the
State DI tournament in Pierre April 4",

4™ graders have followed mushers in
Al aska’s Il ditarod
have compared and contrasted the historic Race to
Nome in 1925 (medicine delivery) to the current
races.

The rats have arrived.
female rats we feed and observe in our 4
week health and nutrition unit. The
variable is that the control rat is fed milk
with its food, while the treatment rat is
fed sugar water.

In social studies we have made posters of the
Northeast and Southern regions. Next we study the
Midwest.

Outer space and astronomy are the topics for study
in 5™ and 6™ grades science classes. We will also use
a traveling —Wetl andsl
Water Development District. All science classes have
conducted experiments ranging from water pollution,
crystal formations, making a barometer, making a
psychrometer to measure relative humidity,
weathering of rocks, magnetic forces, electro
magnets, and pulleys.

The Dakota Step Achievement Tests will be given
to 4™ graders in early April.

Mr. Quinn, from Brookings Radio, came and read
to our cl ass. This was
program. Thanks!

Elkton will host a guest author, Jean Patrick on
April 14",

Abby Anderson and Mason Schander won the FFA
coloring contest.

Jur Nee EI I
to show to the class.

Rachel Hegerfeld celebrated her 10" birthday in
March.

Top readers in AR (Accelerated Reading) for the
year are: Tara Stein 84pts., Samantha O
Fleet 79 pts., Rachel Hegerfeld 65 pts., s.ic)ma
Abby  Anderson  49pts., Madisyn v"
Mutziger 43 pts., Autumn Stoltenburg 41 "9 e
pts., and Harley Stein 40 pts.

ngson’s mom

5" GRADE NEWS

Reading: The fifth grade class has just finished
up reading the novel, Shiloh. They
enjoyed this book and found it fun and
interesting to read. We are now reading
Johnny Tremain. This book is about a " [%
bog ghat Sid & dthe Rraddle of the T hqw—
Revolutionary War. It is historical
fiction and goes along with what we are beginning
to cover in Social Studies.

Seeid aStudief: Wa Have—bEer popedng lkhe
original 13 colonies and will begin talking about
the Revolutionary War. The students will learn
about how the colonists fought for their freedom
from the British and how the United States did
finally gain our freedom.

Spelling: We continue to work on a unit each

week. The students are doing a

fine job with studying their

words and learning them
throughout the week.
r oLemgudgeh &he fifth grade isD a k
currently learning about regular and irregular verbs.
We will go on to talk about adverbs and adjectives
as well as pronouns.

| encourage each fifth grader to continue reading
AR books and try to gain as many points as possible
by the end of the year.

ar €

6" GRADE NEWS

part 01 —Reading

In reading we just finished a novel called A Boy
at War. It is about the bombing of Pearl Harbor.
The Kkids created a power point
presentation on this bombing. Our top
three AR point earners include:
3dhdny? U BoRjds  1(373.6 1 MoSirks)
Nathaniel Fleet (147.5 points,) and
Samantha Lemke (75.2 points.) Our top
three percentage correct recipients are Nathaniel
Fleet (95.8% correct,) John Boltjes (92.7% correct,)
and Elizabeth Hegerfeld (91.6% correct.)
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In math we are not only learning new objectives, but

we are reviewing past math standards in preparation

for the Dakota Step Test that we will take during the

first week of April. Our top percentage correct on

Accelerated Math practices is Nathaniel Fleet (95 %.)
The top percentage correct on

\ W Accelerated Math tests is a three-
way tie that includes: Nathaniel
Fleet, Joshua  Grooters, and

Elizabeth Hegerfeld. They all averaged 97% on the

tests. There also was a tie between Jared Boll and

Elizabeth Hegerfeld on the review questions for

Accelerated Math. Their percentage is 97%.

Our March birthdays include Jonathon
Kopecky and Daniel Kallemen.
In social studies we just finished

Ancient Greece.  After doing some

culminating activities for this civilization, we will

move onto Ancient Rome.

MUSIC NEWS

Annual Spring Concert and Music Awards Night
The Music Department will present the Spring
Concert Thursday, April 30 at 7:00 p.m. in the North
Gym. A variety of music will be performed
by the A Band (grades 9-12), B Band
(grades 6-7-8) and C Band (5th grade).
The High School Choir (grades 9-12) and
Junior High Chorus (grades 7 & 8) along
with some special performances will also be featured.
During the concert, music awards will be presented
and the senior music students will be honored. There
iIs NO CHARGE for the Spring Concert.
~n
“\ w Music Carnival and Whopper Feed

The Annual Music Carnival and Whopper
Feed are scheduled for Friday, April 17. The
Carnival runs from 5:00 — 8:00 p.m. Tickets are
6/$1.00. There will be over 20 games for all ages and
a great SILENT AUCTION. The Whopper Feed will
serve from 5:00 to 7:00.
The Whopper Meal includes a
Whopper, chips, drink and dessert for
$4.00. Single Whoppers can be
purchased for $2.50. Please come
support the music students and enjoy a safe evening
of family fun.

FCCLA NEWS

April is already filled with many FCCLA events
and activities. Those activities include the FCCLA
Cancer Walk, monthly meeting, and the State
Leadership Meeting.

The Elkton FCCLA Cancer Walk was scheduled
to be held in February but was postponed due to
weather and sporting event
conflicts. The walk will be
Thursday, April 2" from 6:00
pm until 9:00 pm in the
Elkton  Public  School. ¢
Registration for the walk will !
begin at 5:30 pm in the v
lunchroom. The cost is $5
per walker. We encourage walkers to assemble
teams. Awards will be held at the end of the walk.
You can also experience listening to cancer survivor
stories and dancing at the dance wars. We
encourage and hope to see everyone there for the
walk as we fight for a cure for cancer! If you have
any questions regarding the walk please feel free to
contact Mrs. Remund or Abbi Sudtelgte at the
school (605-542-2541).

The next local FCCLA meeting will be held on
Monday, April 6™ beginning at 6:30 pm. This
meeting is important for members to attend so state
meeting and STAR Events can be discussed.

State FCCLA will be held from Sunday, April
26" through Tuesday, April 28". Work session
dates will be coming up so members can be
finishing up STAR Events for state. We wish all of
the members the best of luck at state!

An Open House for STAR Events
will be held Thursday, April 16" _-
starting at 7:30 pm. This is a time N r
where members can get practice in for /\\
state meeting by presenting to parents. We
encourage you to come!

The FCCLA Awards Banquet is scheduled for
Friday, May 15" in the North Gym. The banquet
will begin at 7:30 pm. This is a time for members
to recap the year and receive recognition. More
details will be released as we arrive closer to the
date.




ELKTON SCIENCE FAIR

Junior High

1% — Drinking Water Jordan Duis/Jake VanDyke

2" _ Whitening 1Q/Eating...Julia Fargen/Kaitlin Fleet

3" — Catapult Nathan Slegers /Derek Haugen

y/ - Soap vs. Sanitizer.Shelby ....Thomas/Shauna Kuehl

High School
1% — Poppy Seeds. . Emily Vaske/Courtney Cropper

2" _ Bacteria on Keyboards..Rebecca Jurgens/Molly Koch

3" — Teeth Whitening...... Sarah Busselman/Kelsey Bloom

4™ —Hay in Dairies..........cccee.... Derek Brockberg
Best Overall: Poppy Seeds .......... 71 Projects in total

Approximately 45 students will be attending the
state science fair on Friday March 27" at SDSU.

SCIENCE DEPT.
APOLOGY

The science department at Elkton
High School apologizes to those that
missed the science fair. The judges
were done earlier than expected and
we started the awards at that time. It was a mistake
on our part that we di
the winners.  We are sincerely sorry for any
inconvenience. In the future we will do a better job
of communicating the exact time. Again, we
apologize and it was an oversight on our part.

Sincerely,
Elkton Science Department

ELKTON/LB BOYS

BASKETBALL
The  Elkton-L B El ks b S
basketball players and coaches 4

would like to send a huge thank |
you to the entire staff and students
at EHS, as well as all of the fans
that have supported us this season.
This season was a very fun and memorable time for
us all and we want to thank everyone for cheering
us on. THANKS!!

Coach Erickson and the Elkton-LB Elks

AUTHOR VISIT
On April 14" famous children
Patrick will be coming to Elkton Public School.
Jean has written the fo

The Girl Who Struck Out Babe Ruth, If | Had a
Snowplow, Cows, Cats and Kids:
Family at Work, Dolley Madison, and Who Carved
the Mountain?

Jean will give four presentations during her visit
to Elkton. She will educate and entertain our
students with stories about her books and research.
During her time at the school, she will also
demonstrate her writing process and dramatize the
true story of Jackie Mitchell, the 17 year old girl
who struck out Babe Ruth and Lou Gehrig.

The South Dakota Humanities Council as well as

A

Hwe Iilktogvlélqm?nta% %clgoQI |Fundéaisi|ag daffoEtsO a
Wi I make Jean’s visit

visit is available to the public. If you are interested
in attending, please contact Jean Kirchenman at the
school to make arrangements as there is a limited
number allowed during her presentations.

t



LIBRARY NEWS

—P a tarReadll
Elkton Library celebrates National Library Week
with pet theme
Elkton School/Community Library will encourage

student s, staff, and
Readl during Nati on a-i8,
2009.

A Pet Reading Contest is open to everyone and will
be judged during library week. See the
flyer for more details. For ideas,
browse Google or any search engine
for —pets
participate in the Fishbowl guessing
game in the library. Preschool through
grade 6 will have activities, such as
puzzles, quizzes and art projects, that coincide with
the theme during the week. They will decorate a fish
with their favorite book for a bulletin board. The high
school students can choose their favorite book and
decorate a fish for a small prize and participate in any
of the contests.

Tuesday, Mitchell author Jean Patrick will be
speaking to students in preschool through grade 8.
Lake Benton Elementary will be joining us for a
presentation on her book The Girl Who Struck Out
Babe Ruth. The public is invited to any of the
presentations held throughout the day.

An open house will be held in the library for all
staff and community patrons on Wednesday, April 15
from 4:00-5:30. Everyone is encouraged to come in
and Paws for a visit and some
refreshments.

The 24™ annual Jump-a-thon
will be held Thursday, April 16,
from 2:30-3:30.

A note about the Scholastic
Book Fair is advertised in this
newsletter. This is not a
fundraiser for Elkton School
Library—but many people ask
about it, and | encourage you to
go and enjoy the 50% savings and great selection!

If you have questions about any of the above
activities, call 542-2541, ext. 235 or e-mail me at
jean.kirschenman@k12.sd.us.

9 ART NEWS

A
-

There are a number of things
happening in the art room. The
Art 111 class continues to work on
their  claymation  movies  of

coRenai s gyameenbanrd i so ' sP aMvs
LdaVinci.a They ardWVealezikg, creatig a claymatidn 2

movie is a lot of work and takes a lot of time.

The Art Il class has been busy taking digital
photographs, plus working on drawings from their
photos. Once the weather is warm enough we hope
to take pictures of the town of Elkton. Two famous

r e adi n gphotogragharsywe stuelied ce@nded \@hht shey saw

in large cities — Eugene Atget photographed Paris,
and Bernice Abbott photographed New York City.
We would like to make a photographic record of the
city of Elkton.

The Art | class recently finished their Art History
Research  project with  group  PowerPoint
presentations. They will soon start a painting,
copying a work by the artist they researched in
order to further | ear
technique.

The elementary students continue to work on a
number of projects as they learn about the elements
of art — line, color, shape, form, space, texture, and
the principles of design — balance, movement,
rhythm, contrast, emphasis, pattern, and unity.

The 3rd — 5th grade art exhibit will be March 31
— April 25 at the Brookings Cultural Center at 524
4th Street in Brookings. There will be a reception
on Saturday, April 25 from noon to 5 pm.

The Area Youth Art Show featuring students from
Elkton, Flandreau and Colman-Egan will be hosted
by Flandreau this year. It will be held at the
Flandreau Community Center on Thursday, April
30 from 6 to 9 pm. This is a juried show for 9th —
12th grade students. Three professional artists are
invited to judge the work and choose 1st, 2nd, and
3rd place winners in each category. There are also
medals and monetary awards for Best 2-D, Best 3-
D, Best of Show, and Best Senior Show. The last
few years we have included 7th and 8th grade
artwork in the exhibit. There is not a breakdown in
categories for junior high artwork, though, just a
1st, 2nd and 3rd place winner for each grade.
Happy Easter!

Mrs. Blake, Art Teacher
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